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	Statement No: 10
	DATE: 8/26/2015
	PROJECT AREA: Special Projects
	TITLE PROBLEM STATEMENT: Transporting students safely is the main priority for school transportation directors, bus drivers, and other essential personnel involved in getting students to school.  The primary task for school transportation directors is planning bus routes, which can impact student safety.  These bus stop placements not only dictate the routes students travel between home and the stop, but also environmental conditions in which students are subjected while waiting for the bus.  According to a 2015 FHWA/NHTSA study, from 2004 to 2013, 327 school-age children died in school-transportation related crashes with highest numbers during the hours of 7AM to 8AM and 3PM to 4PM.  Beginning in October 2012, Safe Routes to School (SRTS) activities was eligible to compete for funding alongside other programs under MAP-21.  The current SRTS legislation provides $612 million to the states to distribute to communities for providing safer child travel to school by bike or on foot. The intent of the funding is primarily (70 to 90 %) for infrastructure improvements, but is also intended to provide 10 to 30% for safety education and enforcement.  Possible suggestions by working with school transportation directors could be: 1) Providing safer “Student Pickup Zones,” installing raised sidewalks and loading/unloading areas within ROWs. 2) Install centralized bus stops in the ROW to reduce the number of vehicle stops. 3) Install flashing signs for areas with high potential for accidents, such as multiple curves.
	OBJECTIVES: 1. Collect crash data from Traffic Safety on school bus crashes/accidents and recognize sites with potential hazards.2. Redesign pedestrian loading/unloading areas for areas recognized with high crash potential/documentation.3. Facilitate planning, development, and implementation of projects and activities that will improve safety and reduce traffic, fuel consumption, and air pollution in the vicinity of schools.
	FORM OF RESEARCH IMPLEMENTATION: 1. A guidance for construction and signage for safe, well lit loading/unloading zones for school buses will be produced. 2. Develop workshops/classes for school transportation directors to effectively design/redesign bus routes3. Provide information to school transportation directors to recognize potential hazardous areas and possible remedies to reduce potential accidents.
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